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Monday, October 8 

MINDFULNESS AND MORNING MEETING 

Ms. Denise & Ms. Savannah 

All 

This morning we started by welcoming everyone back and introducing the new 

members of our school family: Landen, Grace, Christian, and Damien. 

We created our own visual schedules to keep in our binders. Since each student has a 

different schedule  this will help to make sure everyone knows what to expect, feels safe, 

and knows where to go! 

Class Agreement Ritual 

Safekeeper Ritual 

Wish Well Ritual 

MATH 1 

Mr. Kris 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Zoey 

We have a small class of four and I’m excited to create lasting memories. We have some 

milestones to pass and this group is ready. We started the week out with a fun activity. I 

brought in two fresh pumpkins and we were tasked with extracting all the seeds from 

the pumpkin’s brains. After that, I cleaned the seeds for Charli, and we began to organize 

the seeds in groups of five. Our goal was to estimate, then count by fives to determine the 

total amount of seeds. Everyone did quite well with this! As we cleaned up the classroom, 

we designed two jack-o-lanterns that I will cut out later this weekend. Unfortunately, I’m 

not sure how long they will last as the mold is setting in. 

MATH 2 

Ms. Denise 

Athena, Christian, Harper, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Ricky, Selena, Grady, 

Xavier, Sarah 

This morning, I introduced the updated format for the Math 2 course.  

Students come in, put their backpack away, grab a pencil and their math binder, sit 

down quietly, and work independently on their “Binder Challenge” for the first 20 

minutes of class. The Binder Challenges are individualized problems that I put in each 

student’s binders at the beginning of the week, depending on their ability and the 

 

 



current skill on which they are working. While the students work independently on the 

challenges, I am able to walk around and give individualized attention to any students 

who need extra one-on-one support in understanding or more strategies to solve the 

challenges at hand. 

After our Binder Challenge time, we move onto Math Art and Math Games. Students are 

given options of hands-on creative activities or fun games that practice the skills they are 

learning. Today’s choices were: Multiplication Houses, $1,000 House, and Multiplication 

Bingo.  

For an expanded scope and sequence of the skills we are currently working on, and 

where will will be going for the rest of the year, please refer to Math 2 Scope and 

Sequence. Our current focus is multiplication, division, and unit conversions.  

MATH 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Charlotte, Brie Carlisle, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Kenley, Nate, 

Neven, Samuel  

This morning, I introduced the concept of Integers and that negative and positive 

numbers (integers) interact with each other.  

The students first came in to the entry ticket “Explain, in words, how you might solve the 

following problem: -10+11=1. This task required the students to engage with their prior 

background knowledge, and come up with a solution, whether it was right or wrong. The 

purpose of this entry ticket was to see what the kids already knew, as well as their ability 

to think outside of the box when solving a problem.  

Then, I broke the students into three groups. One group practiced their multiplication, 

addition and subtraction fluency with war, the other group practiced basic integer 

equations, and the last group worked with me to further their learning within integers. 

These groups rotated so that I was able to work with all three small groups.  

INTRO TO UKULELE 

Mr. Andrew 

Gio, Eva, Grady, Olivia, Charli, Ian, Ricky 

Monday we got introduced to the ukulele. How to properly pronounce it. It’s origins in 

Hawai’i. How to hold it, how to strum it. We learned the G Major and C Major chords, 

and just practiced simply strumming while fingering those chords. I explained to them 

how we are a team and encouraged them to try to help each other since it’s easy to see 

what others may be doing wrong, but hard to realnet quiz how you may be doing 
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something wrong. I tried to learn what they are interested in so that I can choose some 

material for them to learn to keep their interests peaked. 

INTRO TO SPANISH 

Mr. Seth 

Genevieve, Brie, Landen 

Today, we introduced our Emoji Board of Instructions, which has emojis as icons with 

Spanish words that represent the typical instructions I will be giving throughout a class 

session.   We also introduced the game of Cognados Poképapa, which helps students 

learn how “to evolve" a cognate from one language to another.   Lastly, we introduced 

the origins of Spanish.   Tomorrow, we will begin “to dance out” the intonation of a word 

and how to find our “inner Latin@” (we also talked about how I use the @ symbol, like in 

voluntari@, to indicate both possibilities of gender for a Spanish word.  

MAKERSPACE 

Ms. Denise 

Avery, Harper, Neven, Nate, Samuel, Brie, Kenley, Sarah, Grace 

This morning we introduced our Makerspace! A makerspace is a place where students 

can gather to create, invent, tinker, explore and discover using a variety of tools and 

materials. The instructor gives provocations, teaches skills in using tools, and facilitates 

making the innovative ideas of kids into a reality! This course and allows students the 

time, space, and support to create what they want while developing skills in problem 

solving, perseverance, and self-expression. 

I let the kids know that I am there to help them learn new skills and dive into their own 

ideas for creating. They made a list of topics they are interested in: coding, graffiti art, 

figure drawing, architectural models, murals, and more.  

We went over expectations of keeping our room clean and where to store works in 

progress. We spent the rest of the kids jumping into new project ideas. The kids weren’t 

shy at all! 

PE 

Mr. Kris 

Xavier, Jonas, Jacob, Christian, Damian, Grace 

This week started out with a long class meeting… Not really. We had a quick 

brainstorming session to discuss what fun sports we could do we could do in the space 

we are given, then got right to the fun. We’ve got a list that we’re all excited about. 

 

 



On Monday we started with badminton. It does take skill not to hit the birdie too far. At 

the beginning of the class I assured the group that we will all make mistakes and 

encouraged everyone not to be critical of others. We practiced a few times then started 

scored games. 

STUDY HALL 

Ms. Savannah 

Charlotte, Ayden 

The students worked on multiplication fluency through a series of multiplication games.  

LIT 1 

Ms. Lorelei 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey 

Today was the first day of Lit 1! We reviewed the class expectations, discussed center 

options, and set up literacy binders for keeping track of our progress. We also talked 

about how we are partnering with Ms. Denise for PBL and explored examples of classic 

literature to help answer the question: How can we, as authors and illustrators create 

comic book adaptations of Literary Classics? 

LIT 2 

Ms. Bridget 

Athena, Christian, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

Today we introduced ourselves, providing details of things we like, favorite foods, 

favorite books we enjoy, and places we have been. We discussed the upcoming project 

where we will be translating a Classic Literature book of choice into a comic book. The 

driving question behind this project is “How can we, as authors and illustrators create 

comic book adaptations of Literary Classics?” To experience a little of what is come, the 

class documented the last 2 weeks of vacation in a one page comic form. They also had 

the choice to take the previous weekend and document it into comic form. We learned 

about the importance of illustration and how to show emotion in comics. 

LIT 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel  

Today, we kicked off our unit of banning and censorship with an entry event! The 

students were able to choose from different centers that each had an aspect of banning 

or censorship. The centers included: 

 

 



- The Listening Center: Students were able to listen to ANY song that they 

wanted…...as long as it was on the playlist created.  

- The Reading Center: Students were able to read any of the books left on the table. 

The students would discover that some of the books had words blacked out, or 

entire pages ripped out. Some of the books would have a “banned” sticker that 

forbid them from reading it.  

- The Writing Center: Students were able to write a story or poem about whatever 

they wanted, as long as it did not contain a long list of topics.  

The students caught on very quickly, and enjoyed trying to figure out why I might have 

set up the centers in that way. We ended the class with an exit ticket: What do the words 

“banning” and “censorship’ mean to you? Do you think, in general, is it right or wrong to ban or censor books? 

PBL 1 & 2  

Ms. Denise 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey, Athena, Christian, Ian, 

Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

Today was our first day of this semester’s PBL project! Introduced the project, letting 

them know that out PBL course will be related directly to our literacy course. We went 

over our driving question “How can we, as authors and illustrators, create comic book 

adaptations of literary classics?” and our timeline for completing the project. The basics 

of the project were laid out, and initial questions were answered. 

Next, we looked through some comic books with different styles and stories to get some 

inspiration and to answer: What elements do comic books have?  What makes a good 

comic book? 

PBL 3  

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel 

This semester’s PBL unit is directly tied with the books that we will be reading in 

Literacy. As such, I introduced the topic through the entry event in Literacy, and utilized 

the PBL time to go over the expectations and overall rubric for this project. The rubric 

and parent letter were sent home with the children via their new “Take Home” folders. 

This folder will travel back and forth between home and school. 

INTRO TO SPANISH 

MS. Ivette 

 

 



Athena, Keonte, Selena, Zoey 

During our first day, we introduced the spanish alphabet to the children, with emphasis 

on practicing enunciating the vowels.  The kids were able to exercise the listening 

practice to the alphabet. They were able to write each letter as they said it out loud.  At 

the same time, they were able to recognize the difference between the spanish & english 

vowel pronunciation, while we used images of objects or animals , so they can relate that 

to the vowels and reference them in the future.  

   

 

 



Tuesday, October 9 

MINDFULNESS AND MORNING MEETING 

Ms. Denise & Ms. Savannah 

All 

This morning we re-visited our school family jobs for second semester. School jobs are 

meant to give our kids the shared responsibility of creating an efficient classroom to 

optimize their learning.  

We went over the job options available this semester and opened the floor for any other 

suggestions of jobs that will keep our classrooms running smoothly.  

Class Agreement Ritual 

Wish Well Ritual 

Safekeeper Ritual 

MATH 1 

Mr. Kris 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Zoey 

On Tuesday, we used our collection of pumpkin seeds to learn about place value. By 

using discarded egg cartons, we constructed “Place Value Snakes”. Each cup on the 

carton represented a place value. I’ll put pictures up on SeeSaw and Brightwheel. In class 

I would write a number on the board and ask the students to place the appropriate 

amount of seeds in the cups to represent the written number. This turned into a game, so 

we ran with it! We started to race to see who was the quickest to represent the number 

from the board in their place value snakes. The winner would then have the privilege of 

writing the next number on the board. This went on for many rounds. Some mistakes 

were made by EACH student, but mistakes were changed to lessons learned. 

MATH 2 

Ms. Denise 

Athena, Christian, Harper, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Ricky, Selena, Grady, 

Xavier, Sarah 

9:20-9:40 

Individualized Binder Challenge: Multiplication, Division, and Unit Conversion  

 

9:45-10:10 

Math Art/Games - CHOICE: 

 

 



1. Multiplication Houses 

2. $1000 House 

3. Multiplication Move One Bingo 

 

10:15-10:15 

Cleanup 

MATH 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Charlotte, Brie Carlisle, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Kenley, Nate, 

Neven, Sarah, Samuel  

The students started the day with a challenge entry ticket: True or False- The difference 

between a positive and negative integer is always positive. We discovered the answer by 

becoming a human number line, and moving through the number line as equations were 

presented. We then went inside and broke out into groups. One group continued 

practicing with Ms. Savannah. Another group practiced by playing an integer football 

game together, and the last group practiced their adding, subtracting and multiplying 

fluency through a game of war.  

INTRO TO UKULELE 

Mr. Andrew 

Gio, Eva, Grady, Olivia, Charli, Ian, Ricky 

Tuesday we reviewed the G and C chords, and practiced switching between the two 

chords. They already seemed familiar with the term ‘muscle memory’ and I instilled in 

them the importance of practice. Towards the end of class I taught them the D major 

chord and how that chord coincides with G and C and by piecing them together in a G C G 

D pattern, it’s a familiar tune to them the ever popular “baby shark” song, which is one of 

the tunes that we’re going to work on. (Sorry, it will get stuck in your head.) I broke them 

up into 3 small groups and had them show each other the chords, and explained to them 

we would be doing that frequently and how it’s important to be a good audience member 

and respect the person performing. We are going to make some cloth bags with the 

MakerSpace class so they can take a ukulele home and practice. 

INTRO TO SPANISH 

Mr. Seth 

Genevieve, Brie, Landen 

Today, we continued discussing days of the week and the origins, connections and 

differences of Spanish and English names of days.  Also, we began using movement of 

 

 



our bodies to mimic the intonation of words - taking a step for each syllable of a word, 

the student stands on tippy-toes of the step for the syllable that has the emphasis.   Lastly, 

we discussed developing an alternate personality to use while studying in a foreign 

language.  

MAKERSPACE 

Ms. Denise 

Avery, Harper, Neven, Nate, Samuel, Charlotte, Brie, Kenley, Sarah, Grace 

Open Studio and Makerspace. Provocation: Scratch Coding.  

PE 

Mr. Kris 

Xavier, Jonas, Jacob, Christian, Damian 

On Tuesday we headed to the Eau Gallie Civic Cener to play basketball indoors. Guess 

what? Everyone wanted to play badminton in the gym more than basketball. 

Fortunately, I had the racquets, so we played our new found game once again. The 

competition was intense. 

STUDY HALL 

Ms. Savannah 

Charlotte, Ayden 

The students worked on adding and subtracting integers.  

LIT 1 

Ms. Lorelei 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey 

We explored options and procedures for independent and small group centers. We are 

using the Daily 5 method—Read to Partner, Read to Self, Listen to Reading, Work on 

Writing and Work on Words. I modeled each of the options, what the centers look and 

sound like, and how to document the center choices. While students practiced, I pulled 

students in small ability groups to work on individual needs in foundational skills.  

LIT 2 

Ms. Bridget 

Athena, Christian, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

Today we finished the documentation of the two week/and or weekend vacation seen 

through a created comic. Students had the opportunity to share their comic outloud with 

the class and the class asked comprehension questions to discover more about each 

project. We started to choose which classic literature book we will be reading. We went 

 

 



over what qualifies a book as classic and learned some examples of these books. We also 

did some word work with definitions (tier, timeless, classic). We created Word Webs 

where students brainstormed their thoughts and ideas about Classic Literature under a 

topic of choice. This will help prompt them make a wise choice when finalizing their 

Classic Literature book choice. 

LIT 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel  

Today, we took some time to go finish going over the rubric for this unit, and of what 

books they would be reading during the semester.. The students were also introduced to 

the “Flag Your Strategy” concept, where students noted unknown words, connections or 

where they formed opinions.  

PBL 1 & 2  

Ms. Denise 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey, Athena, Christian, Ian, 

Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

Today we learned about the basic elements of the comic book genre: dialogue balloon, 

thought balloon, cell, cutter, caption, onomatopoeia. Next, I demo-ed and the kids 

practice drawing cartoon bubble letters and basic human forms. In the last 15 minutes of 

class, the kids got to choose from practicing drawing characters on their own, or with a 

comic book or how-to-draw book for reference.  

PBL 3  

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel 

Today, the students formulated their own definitions of censorship, and generated ideas 

as to what kinds of censorship we see in daily life. We then went around the room to 

different posters of different kinds of censorship (selection, self-censorship and the chill 

effect) and determined their meanings as well of examples of each.  

INTRO TO SPANISH 

MS. Ivette 

Athena, Keonte, Selena, Zoey 

Today's class we reviewed colors. The exercise was to learn colors by writing the words 

then we colored the pictures with according to the words shown and matched the words 

 

 



to the correct color. We used our language spelling to perform a crossword puzzle and 

across the spectrum/   

 

 



Wednesday, October 10 

MINDFULNESS AND MORNING MEETING 

Ms. Denise & Ms. Savannah 

All 

Just like in the real-world, we spent this morning filling out job applications for the jobs 

we would like to fill. Those who finished early helped to make thank you notes for the 

Marine Resources Council for letting us use their space during the Marine Anatomy and 

Physiology elective.  

Class Agreement Ritual 

Wish Well Ritual 

Safekeeper Ritual 

MATH 1 

Mr. Kris 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Zoey 

On the heels of Tuesday’s exciting “Place Value Snakes” game, we started Wednesday 

with a couple spirited rounds. This time, instead of erasing the numbers from the board, 

we collected a jumbled mess of numbers. This was a perfect opportunity to organize 

these numbers one on top of the other by respective place value. I’m letting the kids 

know that we are working on organizing because we must get ready for adding and 

subtracting large numbers. I assured them it will be the most fun they’ve had with 

adding and subtracting. Spirits are high, and we have some exciting activities lined up 

for next week. 

MATH 2 

Ms. Denise 

Athena, Christian, Harper, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Ricky, Selena, Grady, 

Xavier 

9:20-9:40 

Individualized Binder Challenge: Multiplication, Division, and Unit Conversion  

 

9:45-10:10 

Math Art/Games - CHOICE: 

1. Multiplication Houses 

2. $1000 House 

 

 



3. Multiplication Move One Bingo 

 

10:15-10:15 

Cleanup 

MATH 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Charlotte, Brie Carlisle, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Kenley, Nate, 

Neven, Sarah, Samuel  

The students continued to discover how integers interact with one another, and the rules 

for these interactions. We learned that we are able to use the inverse operation as a tool 

for adding and subtracting integers, and we learned that signs of a number (negative or 

positive) play a role in the product or quotient of a multiplication or division problem. 

The students were then broken in half. Half of the group continued to practice with me, 

and the other half worked through integer riddles (based on the rules) as a team. Then, 

we switched.  

INTRO TO UKULELE 

Mr. Andrew 

Gio, Eva, Grady, Olivia, Charli, Ian, Ricky 

Wednesday I brought my djembe into class, which is a hand drum. It was a hit with 

them, they all wanted to play it. The djembe is the most popular/common type of hand 

drum and I think I am going to incorporate some rhythm into the group from here on 

out. A friend of mine that owns a hand drum shop is going to let me use a couple smaller 

hand drums, and they can take turns learning that as well as ukulele. The two 

instruments accompany each other quite naturally, and the kids loved it. We introduced 

the concept of time and counting, how there are four beats in a measure, and each chord 

is played for exactly four beats totaling sixteen beats to complete one phrase. We played 

through Baby Shark while passing my drum around the circle and I saw great signs of 

progress already happening. This will be a fun concert! 

INTRO TO SPANISH 

Mr. Seth 

Genevieve, Brie, Landen 

Today we continued comparing intonation between English and Spanish words using 

our “intonation dance.”  We introduced some pleasantries, practiced Spanish 

conversation between the students themselves, and listed some “hasta” expressions that 

mean ‘bye’ like “hasta la vista" and ”hasta luego.”  Most importantly, we talked a lot 

 

 



today about the difference between translating and interpreting.  Also, we discussed 

using dictionaries - regular English dictionaries, as well as bilingual dictionaries - and 

how using Google translate correctly depends on using correct spelling and 

understanding grammar.  Having reinforced this week the notion that we might have to 

review English grammar as much as we introduce Spanish grammar, we will begin next 

week with storytelling and providing the students with creative opportunities to 

reinforce vocabulary and culture.  

MAKERSPACE 

Ms. Denise 

Avery, Harper, Neven, Nate, Samuel, Charlotte, Brie, Kenley, Sarah, , Grace 

Open Studio and Makerspace. Provocation: recycled sculpture. 

PE 

Mr. Kris 

Xavier, Jonas, Jacob, Christian, Damian 

On Wednesday we played one of America’s greatest pastimes -baseball. I was especially 

happy with how much the kids wanted to understand the rules of the game. Mr. John 

joined us and was our full-time pitcher for the game. Like me, John grew up on a street 

where baseball was the most important game to play after school. Each and every person 

was hitting and fielding the ball well. We learned the rules well, and we will play this 

game again soon. 

STUDY HALL 

Ms. Savannah 

Charlotte, Ayden 

The students practiced adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing integers.  

LIT 1 

Ms. Lorelei 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey 

First we started with Sentence Imitation using a “juicy” sentence from Hoot. We talked 

about what the sentence means, how it was constructed, what parts of speech we 

noticed, and then we tried to imitate the sentence by creating sentences with the same 

structure. After Daily 5 center options in which I pulled ability groups, we brainstormed 

different classic literature options and briefly reviewed elements of story structure.  

LIT 2 

Ms. Bridget 

 

 



Athena, Christian, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

Today we wrote two letters to ourselves. The first letter was written in a way that 

addressed the past. The students gave advice that they would want to tell themselves 

from the past. It also contained encouragement and addressed certain troubles that they 

overcame. The second letter was written to their future self. This included concepts such 

as wishing that they were living their dreams and enjoying their lives to the fullest. We 

went over letter formatting, discussing how to indent a paragraph, include adjectives to 

bring vivid description, as well as how to conclude/ sign a letter. We also started to 

finalize the book choice for our projects. Tomorrow, we will be going to the library. All 

students now have folders that are labeled Classic Literature and should contain the 

work that we complete in class. 

LIT 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel  

Today, we established our positions in regards to the banning of the books read 

throughout the semester. Students are either members of the Citizens for Academic 

Responsibility (wants the book banned) or the Free Readers (wants to keep the book on 

the shelves). They then spent time working within their groups to create a reading plan 

that each member of the group agreed to abide by. The spent the remainder of the time 

delving into their books, and beginning their flagging strategy while reading.  

PBL 1 & 2  

Ms. Denise 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey, Athena, Christian, Ian, 

Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

Student work day: drawing characters. Students got a head-start on drafting the 

illustrations of characters through classic literature. They got to choose from practicing 

drawing characters on their own, or with a comic book or how-to-draw book for 

reference. I walked around, helping any kids who needed more on-on-one guidance. Our 

most important lesson today was to use our growth mindset. We are not perfect artists, 

but with a positive outlook, willingness to grow, and hard work, we will excel! 

PBL 3  

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel 

 

 



Today, we discovered why books tend to be challenged by analyzing real court cases 

involving books that have been challenged over the years. The students read the court 

summary, and pinpointed the problem, the court decision and the reason behind the 

court decision. The students will present their findings to the rest of the teams within the 

class next week. 

INTRO TO SPANISH 

MS. Ivette 

Athena, Keonte, Selena, Zoey 

Today's class was involved in the review and practice of Monday’s and Tuesday’s lesson. 

Vowels, spelling and colors. Vocal repetition and writing repetition were the emphasis. 

After three lessons the potential is abound and there are many student stars among us 

here in Intro to Spanish.  

   

 

 



Thursday, October 11 

MINDFULNESS AND MORNING MEETING 

Ms. Denise & Ms. Savannah 

All 

This morning we created our Thursday/Friday schedules and were “hired” for our 

second semester jobs.  

Class Agreement Ritual 

Wish Well Ritual 

Safekeeper Ritual 

MAKERSPACE 

Ms. Denise 

Keonte, Selena, Athena, Grady, Zoey, Jonas, Olivia, Xavier, Christian, Harper, 

Ricky, Gio 

This morning we introduced our Makerspace! A makerspace is a place where students 

can gather to create, invent, tinker, explore and discover using a variety of tools and 

materials. The instructor gives provocations, teaches skills in using tools, and facilitates 

making the innovative ideas of kids into a reality! This course and allows students the 

time, space, and support to create what they want while developing skills in problem 

solving, perseverance, and self-expression. 

I let the kids know that I am there to help them learn new skills and dive into their own 

ideas for creating. They made a list of topics they are interested in. 

We went over expectations of keeping our room clean and where to store works in 

progress. We spent the rest of the kids jumping into new project ideas. The kids weren’t 

shy at all! 

CAPOEIRA 

Ms. Jessica 

Jacob, Eva, Charli 

Working with smaller groups this session in School always is to get more technical with 

the students and more one on one time with each student as well. We worked a lot on 

combining different kicks and escapes together. A little more advanced then we’ve been 

doing. Kids are doing great!  

 

 



MATH 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Charlotte, Brie Carlisle, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Kenley, Nate, 

Neven, Sarah, Samuel  

Students increase their understanding when they are learning from their peers, and 

when they themselves act as teachers. As such, the students worked in teams to analyze 

various problems in regards to integers within the operations. With support, each 

member of the team was responsible for ensuring that the rest of the team understood 

the problem and solutions at hand. In order to move on to the next problem, each 

member of the team had to prove their understanding. When they couldn’t, it was up to 

the rest of the team to help fill in the gaps.  

GROWING FOOD IN FLORIDA 

Ms. Mikael 

Olivia, Charli, Xavier (FRI only), Grace 

We talked about our climate, seasons, and agricultural zones and how that influences 

what we can garden. We made a list of what we wanted to see growing for the fall which 

led into the topic of annuals vs. Perennials. Then we started preparing our beds! 

PLANT-BASED COOKING 

Ms. Bridget 

Gio, Eva, Zoey, Jonas (FRI only), Selena, Athena 

We discussed different plant based cooking methods and techniques. We creates 

guacamole and hummus on the Farm, using natural and organic ingredients. We learned 

about how to use an immersion blender as well as a food processor. Students had the 

option to use add ins such as roasted garlic and roasted red pepper. We talked about the 

vitamins in each vegetable and how plants help our bodies grow healthy and strong. 

Each student had the opportunity to try the different kitchen utensils and machines. We 

discussed cooking safety too. 

FARM ENTREPRENEURIALISM  

Mr. Seth 

Harper, Neven, Samuel, Charlotte, Kenley, Ricky, Ayden 

Today, we introduced some definitions, like entrepreneurialism, circular economy, 

sustainability, and the Blue Ocean Strategy.   We described the characteristics of an 

entrepreneur and why people either want to be an entrepreneur or work side-by-side for 

an entrepreneur.  We also analyzed the following anecdote: two shoe salesmen go to an 

island where no one wears shoes… one salesman calls the home office and says, “Bad 

 

 



news, no one here wears shoes!”  The other salesman called the home office and said, 

“Awesome news! No one here wears shoes!”  We ended class introducing the concept of a 

business plan.  

FALL HARVEST 

Ms. Jamie 

Christian, Damian (FRI only), Avery, Brie, Genevieve, Sarah 

PE 

Mr. Kris 

Jacob (FRI only), Grady, Nate, Keonte (FRI only) 

SOCIAL SKILLS GROUP 

Ms. Sydney 

Keonte, Xavier, Jacob, Jonas, Damian 

We began social skills by greeting each other with the choices of handshake, eye contact, 

or fist bump. I introduced our safekeeper box and our commitment to keep it safe. We 

talked about the rap we will be creating to facilitate connection within the group. We 

will have a safety and connection ritual to begin each class, as I explained to students, 

this will help them use their brain for problem solving skills, which is also apart of social 

skills. Our subject for the day was what are social skills and why they are important. The 

class picked a piece of paper out of a bag and said out loud their social skill (making eye 

contact, taking turns talking, using your words, tone of voice, etc). We talked about why 

these skills are important (making friends, keeping friends, getting jobs, telling people to 

stop something you don’t like) and used role playing to have students distinguish my 

behavior and feelings. I will always encourage students to join in conversation, speak up, 

and show social behaviors towards peers and others. Next, we created an interactive 

social skills notebook for the students to keep that will have images of themselves using 

helpful social behaviors as well as examples of non helpful behaviors. Our first pages 

identify social skills and recognition of ourselves, what we like and don’t like. I am very 

excited to learn about their social skills goals next week! 

LIT 1 

Ms. Lorelei 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey 

We joined Lit 2 at the library! See below.  

LIT 2 

Ms. Bridget 

 

 



Athena, Christian, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

We had class at the library today. We went over library procedures and how to show 

respect while at the library. Students had the opportunity to choose books to read and 

spent time reading. While waiting for some students to choose books, teachers read one 

on one with students and asked comprehension questions. 

LIT 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel  

The students started their course by answering the question “What are your rights?” and 

placing their answers on the stage of the space we were in. We then gathered around 

each of the answers and discussed what we think our rights are and where rights come 

from. We discussed that rights can change by location or time-period. We also discussed 

whether or not there are basic human rights that are universal. After this discussion, I 

introduced the Bill of Rights, where they came from and what the intent is in regards to 

these rights. Together, we read and discussed each amendment within the BIll of Rights. 

We then broke out into partner groups, and worked together to re-write the assigned 

amendments in “kid talk”, and presented them on stage.  

MATH IN THE GARDEN 

Ms. Denise 

Xavier, Selena, Keonte, Athena, Jacob, Christian, Olivia, Grady, Harper, Ricky 

Today, we started our first Math in the Garden project! During the Math in the Garden 

Course, we will be applying the concepts of Math 2 into the context of the farm. The first 

project will be to map the herb garden section of the farm to determine how much mulch 

and soil we need to refurbish it, and how much that will cost. This hands-on project will 

get students to practice measuring, multiplication, unit conversion, scaled graphing, area 

and perimeter, and budgeting.  

Today, we started by reviewing some basic measuring tools - rulers, yardsticks, 

measuring tapes and went over how to use them precisely. Next, we estimated how long 

each side of our bed is. Last, we measured the length and width of our beds using 

yardsticks.  

HERBALISM 

Ms. Jessica 

Charli 

Class was cancelled  

 

 



CURSIVE 

Ms. Bridget 

Gio, Eva, Zoey, Olivia 

Students received two writing books today. We started the class discussing the history of 

cursive and the beauty that it holds. We practiced the curves seen in Cursive and worked 

on letters C, A, and D. Students found sticks at the farm and went on a nature walk using 

the stick to draw the cursive letter in the air when they spotted an item that started with 

that particular letter. We had discussion of why Cursive is important and why it is such 

an art. 

MYTHOLOGY 

Ms, Jamie 

Jonas, Nate, Samuel, Grace 

This week Mr. Kristopher was the substitute teacher for Ms. Jamie. 

Ms. Jamie had everything organized. We were tasked with reading two stories aloud. 

One on Thursday, and then another on Friday. On Thursday we were in the 

Not-Quite-Right improv studio on Eau Gallie. On Friday we used props and even played 

“conquest” music in the background as we read. Everyone was engaged.  We read with 

character voices while reciting our lines. All the students did well. 

FLORIDA NATIVES 

Mr. Seth 

Avery, Neven, Genevieve, Charlotte, Brie, Sarah, Kenley 

Today we talked about our perceptions of Native Americans and we introduced 

terminology, both popular and derogatory.   We mentioned I will prefer we refer to the 

indigenous, native Americans as “First Nations.”  We discussed some tribes historically 

associated with having inhabited the Americas, as well as Florida, and we talked about 

“first contact.”  I brought in (a small part of) my collection of artifacts to show the 

students, such as a grinding stone, an axe head, spear points, and arrowhead points.   

 

 



Friday, October 12 

MINDFULNESS AND MORNING MEETING 

Ms. Denise & Ms. Savannah 

All 

This morning we created cards for Jonas (his birthday is on Sunday!) and Mr. John (he is 

having knee surgery on Monday). Then, Ms. Savannah led us in our Friday meditation 

with a focus on the Growth Mindset.  

Class Agreement Ritual 

Wish Well Ritual 

Safekeeper Ritual 

MAKERSPACE 

Ms. Denise 

Keonte, Selena, Athena, Grady, Zoey, Jonas, Olivia, Xavier, Christian, Harper, 

Ricky, Gio 

Open Studio and Makerspace. Provocation: recycled sculpture. 

CAPOEIRA 

Ms. Jessica 

Jacob, Eva, Charli 

Working with smaller groups this session in School always is to get more technical with 

the students and more one on one time with each student as well. We worked a lot on 

combining different kicks and escapes together. A little more advanced then we’ve been 

doing. Kids are doing great!  

MATH 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Charlotte, Brie Carlisle, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Kenley, Nate, 

Neven, Sarah, Samuel  

Utilizing the tools and strategies learned, the students worked independently on adding, 

subtracting, multiplying and dividing integers.  

GROWING FOOD IN FLORIDA 

Ms. Mikael 

Olivia, Charli, Xavier (FRI only). Grace 

We looked at many seed packets of food plants that we can grow. I had each of them pick 

 

 



five packs. They read their packets to understand the special conditions each seed needs. 

Then we worked with propagation and helped them to plant tomato sprouts.  

PLANT-BASED COOKING 

Ms. Bridget 

Gio, Eva, Zoey, Jonas (FRI only), Selena, Athena, Keonte (FRI only) 

It was an awesome day today at plant-based cooking. We made stuffed dates, where we 

learned how to delicately take the pit out of the dates and put a mixture of maple syrup 

blended with Tahini. This created a deliciously sweet and nutty flavored paste (no nuts 

were used). This was followed by sprinkling coconut flakes, banana, granola on top, 

along with shaking cinnamon on it to give it a beautiful look. After creating the stuffed 

dates, we made chia pudding. I brought in mason jars of pre soaked / gelled chia seeds. I 

described what Chia was and how it grows. We learned how  Chia is a great super food, 

full of fiber and very hydrating.  We closely examined and studied the Chia seed, looking 

at how the water was being held by it. The pudding was super good, with add ins such as 

granola, bananas, cinnamon, maple syrup, and even tahini.  The students thought it was 

neat how we used the same ingredients in different ways to create two separate items. 

FARM ENTREPRENEURIALISM  

Mr. Seth 

Harper, Neven, Samuel, Charlotte, Kenley, Ricky, Ayden 

Today we introduced and reviewed what a business plan is and how it helps develop 

one's “elevator pitch.”  First, the class came up with our “Entrepreneurial ABCs”: 

Appreciation (for our customers, ourselves, and the environment), Bravery, and 

Creativity.  Then, the students developed a business idea, made bullet points of the main 

concepts, and then wrote a one sentence elevator pitch.   We ended class with the 

students reciting their elevator pitches; we had Tuna Farmers,  a Potato Farmer, a Hat 

Maker, Centipede Farmers, and a Dog Walker.  I was so impressed.   I've mentioned to 

the students about the Brevard County Young Entrepreneurs Competition next year and 

we might just have some contenders;) 

FALL HARVEST 

Ms. Jamie 

Christian, Damian (FRI only), Avery, Brie, Genevieve, Sarah 

PE 

Mr. Kris 

Jacob (FRI only), Grady, Nate, Keonte (FRI only) 

 

 



SOCIAL SKILLS GROUP 

Ms. Sydney 

Keonte, Xavier, Jacob, Jonas, Damian, Grace 

LIT 1 

Ms. Lorelei 

Charli, Eva, Gio, Ricky, Sarah, Selena, Grady, Xavier, Zoey 

Every child has chosen now a classic literature book to adapt for PBL. I read Little Red 

Riding Hood and modeled how to create a plot summary. Then students individually or 

in pairs completed a story structure chart to use in PBL of their books. When they were 

finished, they went to Daily 5 centers, while I worked with individual students offering 

support in creating a plot summary to those who needed it.  

LIT 2 

Ms. Bridget 

Athena, Christian, Ian, Jacob, Jonas, Keonte, Olivia, Charlotte 

We learned about the elements of a great story. We created our own collaborative stories 

by passing around two papers that each student would add one sentence to and hand to 

the student next to them to add their sentence. They had to keep in mind elements like 

plot, theme, characters, descriptions, use of adjectives, setting, conclusion, and more. The 

class enjoyed listening to the final product of their stories. It made them laugh and also 

realize how each word in each sentence can influence a story greatly. We went over 

some classic literature examples and the students know that they should have their book 

ready to be read and chosen by Tuesday. We  reviewed what classic literature needs in 

order to be classic. We also did a journaling session with questions on topics such as 

describing your favorite day,  a time that you stood up for yourself, the day you met your 

best friend, a time you did something selfless and helped another person, and what 

mysteries could be in outer space. We started to talk about punctuation and the proper 

use of commas. This is something we are going to revisit on Tuesday. 

LIT 3 

Ms. Savannah 

Avery, Ayden, Brie, Damian, Genevieve, Grace, Harper, Kenley, Nate, Neven, 

Samuel  

The students continued working through their knowledge of the Bill of Rights. The 

students worked in teams to read and discuss scenarios in which constitutional rights 

were called into question, decided what amendment the scenario related to, and 

provided reasoning for why they believed that the scenario either infringed or upheld 

 

 



the related amendment. The students then participated in a quick write with the prompt 

“How are the Bill of Rights important to your daily life?”. We spent the remainder of the 

time independently reading and notetaking.  

MATH IN THE GARDEN 

Ms. Denise 

Xavier, Selena, Keonte, Athena, Jacob, Christian, Olivia, Grady, Harper, Ricky 

Today, we continued with our first Math in the Garden project. We started the day by 

converting our yardstick measurements from yesterday into inches, then found our 

perimeter and area.  

HERBALISM 

Ms. Jessica 

Charli 

We made Beautyberry jam and talked about how our smelling sense can tell us a lot 

about an herb’s medicinal properties.  

CURSIVE 

Ms. Bridget 

Gio, Eva, Zoey, Olivia 

In Cursive, we went over the entire alphabet and started to try to write our names (both 

first and last). Although we haven't gone over each letter, this practice creates more 

excitement towards cursive for the children. It also is a great starting point for when we 

look back in 6 weeks and see the progress we have made. In our Cursive books, we went 

over the letters E and F. We also discussed how we are going to make Cursive more fun 

by using shaving cream to write the letters next week along with other ways to practice 

cursive at home. Students are learning how to “sky write” the letters they have learned 

which is simply drawing the letter in the air with their pointer finger. We also went over 

proper ways to hold a pencil while writing in cursive. 

MYTHOLOGY 

Ms, Jamie 

Jonas, Nate, Samuel, Grace 

This week Mr. Kristopher was the substitute teacher for Ms. Jamie. 

Ms. Jamie had everything organized. We were tasked with reading two stories aloud. 

One on Thursday, and then another on Friday. On Thursday we were in the 

Not-Quite-Right improv studio on Eau Gallie. On Friday we used props and even played 

“conquest” music in the background as we read. Everyone was engaged.  We read with 

 

 



character voices while reciting our lines. All the students did well. 

 

FLORIDA NATIVES 

Mr. Seth 

Avery, Neven, Genevieve, Charlotte, Brie, Sarah, Kenley 

Having discussed the historical nature of First Nations of the Americas yesterday, we 

briefly discussed the Trail of Tears and the notion that today many First Nations 

members live on reservations.  Our main focus today, however, was introducing the 

distinguishing characteristics of a culture by means of its language; for instance, we 

discussed how the language of the Inuit (Eskimos) has many more different words for 

‘snow’ to express their geographical context and the Persian language has many more 

different words for ‘love’ due to its historical culture of artistic and intellectual 

expression through poetry.  

To practice the language of the Timucua, the First Nation inhabiting our region at time of 

first contact, the students applied grammatical rules of replacing English articles with 

Timucua suffixes on new vocabulary words.  Also, the students replaced a two-word 

English subject/verb structure with a one-word Timucua phrase, added on another 

Timucua word the students learned which included a possessive adjective and a noun, 

therefore successfully creating an entire Timucua sentence.  

 

 


