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STEAM CHALLENGE 
MS. DENISE 
This week, our STEAM challenge was to build a marble run that moves a marble for the longest amount 
of seconds. The kids did an amazing job coming up with different ways to experiment with potential 
energy, with lots of tape a cardboard tubes covering the ceiling to floor! 
 
Some students chose to use the STEAM challenge time to complete their unfinished work from 
summer extension - elasmobranch drawings, Indian River Lagoon dioramas, lab reports, and 
encyclopedic entries. 
 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE: CREATING A FOOD FOREST 
MR. JOSH 
This week, we completed our food forest by planting our final plants. On Friday, we celebrated all our 
hard work on the Food Forest and Chicken Coop with Mr. Kris.  

DESIGNING AND BUILDING A CHICKEN COOP 

MR. KRIS 
Our chicken coop is beginning to take flight. I am incredibly proud of our group. We worked very hard 
and everyone kept it safe during the construction of the chicken coop and bunny coop. The area where 
the animals will be held is all clean, and the risks we discovered during planning have been addressed. 
Now it's time to wait for the chicken eggs to hatch, and we’re only five days away. I’m hoping for all 
girls. On Friday we polished off the animal sanctuary and had a party to celebrate our achievements. 
We made chicken and bunny masks, took pictures, played music, and a few kids danced. I gave a long, 
drawn-out speech about and how proud I was of their achievements and collaboration.  

INDIAN RIVER LAGOON WORKSHOPS 
MS. ANGELA, DR. J 
 
This week, students reviewed and summarized the findings from our study of the Indian River Lagoon 
habitats and organisms.  Students learned how to conduct an investigation from start to finish by 
following the steps of the “Scientific Method”.  Students performed background research (“prior 
knowledge”) on a topic, formulated hypotheses, gathered data, analyzed the data, created visuals (bar 
graphs) of the data and ultimately, constructed diorama’s (3-D models) to represent the habitats, food 
chains/webs and organisms that call the Indian River Lagoon home.  Students presented their projects 
to their peers in a forum designed to develop skills of leadership, effective communication and 
collaboration. 
 
Additionally, students had an amazing cross-curricular learning experience drawing life-sized 
elasmobranchs that live in the Indian River Lagoon.  It was remarkable to see the relative sizes and 
beauty of the animals that swim, play, eat and rest in the IRL as rendered by your talented young artists!  

 


