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FLORIDA FOLKTALES 

MS. ANGELA, MS. SARA, MR. KRIS 
How can we, as story-tellers, create a folktale with animals native to Florida? 
 
This week the students presented their culminating piece for the unit, an original pourquois folktale. 
They presented their stories to their classmates and parents. Each of their presentations were as 
unique as their stories were! Some students had puppet shows while others rapped their tales. It was a 
fun and exciting way to celebrate and showcase their hard work!  
 
Students worked on the Barton phonemic awareness program. They also viewed silent Disney shorts 
and wrote their own version of what was happening in the story. Skills focused on were: writing 
conventions, spelling, and retelling of stories and information. 

EVOLUTION OF HUMAN CIVILIZATION: THE ANCIENT WORLD 

MS. SAVANNAH 
How can we, as historians or archeologists  create a multimedia presentation, excavation sight or 
reenactment to inform the audience of life in ancient civilizations? 
 
This week, students worked hard to complete their ancient civilization products and prepare for their 
presentation on Thursday. The students began their week by placing the final touches on their 
products, and continued through their week by identifying what makes a good presentation, what 
makes a “needs some work” presentation, and practicing their presentation in front of their peers. They 
ended their week with their final presentation and overall project reflection.  

CHOICE: CLEAN EATS 

MS. SAVANNAH 
How can we, as exploratory dieticians, recreate every day processed food into healthy, wholesome, 
recipes? 
 
This week, the students worked to put the final touches on their Clean Eats recipes, to present their 
processed food alternatives and to reflect on their overall Clean Eats experience. We had everything 
from Kit Kat Bars to Doritos represented! The students worked incredibly hard and created some 
amazing alternatives!  

CHOICE: SHARK TANK 

MS. SARA 
How do successful entrepreneurs recognize business opportunities and are these entrepreneurial traits 
innate or a product of education and work experience?  

 



This week, students worked to finalize their business plans. We wrote scripts for a 30 second 
infomercial, which we recorded and uploaded to SeeSaw. I am so proud of the business concepts that 
students developed during this class. I look forward to seeing where their entrepreneurial mindsets take 
them in the future.  
 
CHOICE: ARTIST STUDIO 

MS. DENISE 
How can we, as artists, develop our craft and build a body of work through consistent studio practice?  
 
This was the last week of our Artist Studio for the semester! The students worked hard on pulling 
together all of their completed work and curating their favorite three pieces. They choose their favorite 
piece that they were the most proud of to share at our peer critique and wrote an artist statement to 
explain their art. On Wednesday, we presented our artwork to our peers and got feedback in the form of 
questions and compliments. Student work was put in paper bags and sent home.  
 
SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I GO? 
MS. ANGELA 
 
This week students focused on how different structures are affected by natural forces. Each group was 
given the same amount of resources (20 wood sticks and 2 feet of masking tape). They designed their 
structures and then tested them to see if a fan’s force was capable of blowing the structures away. 
Their inspiration was the “The Three Little Pigs.” It was a fun activity which allowed them to be creative 
as they thought about what structures would best withstand the forces of “wind.” 

ROCKET MATH 

DR. J,  MR. KRIS 
How can we, as Rocket Scientists, apply skills of Algebra and Geometry to design, create and calculate 
the height of bottle rockets launched in the sky? 
 
The culminating project for this term relied on skills of arithmetic, geometry, ratios, proportions, 
fractions, decimals and percentages to design and launch bottle rockets.   Students also applied skills 
of measurement and place value to determine rocket efficiency.  Students launched their rockets on 
Monday and analyzed patterns in the data to guide rocket modifications for Wednesday’s final launch. 
One student prevailed with the longest flight time in both launches!  While many students would like 
another launch to challenge this week’s winning rocket, never fear, the parking area in front of 1861 has 
returned to being a safe zone for you to park your car.   
 
 
MONEY MATTERS 

MS. ANGELA, MR. KRIS 
How can we, as engineers, design a building that uses quality materials but stays within a specified 

 



budget? 
 
Students used their addition and multiplication skills to plan their dream vacation. Students decided 
whether they wanted to fly or drive, picnic or eat at an expensive restaurant, stay at a luxury hotel or tent 
camp, and choose an outing. They were able to determine which vacation choices were cost 
prohibitive. For example, it allowed them to see the cost benefits in driving places versus flying.  
 
For differentiation, students used both Khan Academy and Prodigy Math to practice their foundational 
math skills and word problems.  

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 
DR. J  

How can we, as Scientists, gain a thoughtful understanding of the anatomy and physiology of human 
beings? 
In the words of Leonardo DaVinci “To develop a complete mind: Study the science of art; Study the art of 
science. Learn how to see. Realize that everything connects to everything else.”  This week, students 
integrated their study of science with their innate creativity to thoughtfully and logically select ordinary 
materials to artistically complete the literal backbone of the human body model project!  As you will 
see, at the very end of the human body PBL, everything will connect to everything else!   
 
When we return from the break, we will review the structure and function of vertebrae and spinal discs. 
We will continue our study of the human body, with experiential learning activities to teach us about the 
nervous, digestive, excretory, muscular, and reproductive systems.  During the new term, we will be 
hatching chickens to gain a deeper understanding of life cycles and reproductive structures. We will 
also be conducting a squid  dissection as part of a field experience and comparing human body 
structures to other organisms.   
 
 
CHOICE: THE CONSTITUTION REVAMPED 

MS. SAVANNAH 
 
This week, the students worked hard to film their Revamped Constitution movie. The students started 
by creating props and running through their script. Then, they filmed their overall movie depicting their 
revamped constitution and created amendments!  

CHOICE: SELF-DIRECTED STUDENT DISCOVERIES 
DR. J  

How can we, as life-long learners, challenge ourselves to take charge of our own learning and follow our 
personal interests by developing a project from start to finish (including “soup to nuts”) that answers our 
own questions about the world around us? 

 



 

Students demonstrated a joy in learning and developed skills of independence, self-motivation, 
self-regulation and accountability as they directed their own learning about various topics.   Students 
became content area experts as they explored and experimented.  All the presentations were a 
resounding success!  Attendees were treated to presentations that included exploding volcanoes, 
studies on photosynthesis, seedling growth requirements, plant physiology, carbon dioxide dragster 
races, designing rabbit habitats and bodysurfing hand planes/boards.  
 
 
 
 

 


