
EcoSchool Community Vote Questions (26 responses received out of 43 families): 
 

1. The first draft of the 2019-2020 School Calendar was released in February for 
open feedback from the school community. Since then we have re-drafted the 
school calendar with your suggestions/input and have posted the updated 
2019-2020 school calendar on the parent portal (verdiecoschool.org/parents). 
 

● Yes, I approve the 2019-2020 School Calendar. 
 
25 Vote Yes 
 

● No, I do not approve the 2019-2020 School Calendar. 
 
1 Vote No 

 
2. Joining a school community is not unlike joining a partnership: trust, healthy 

communication and willingness to problem solve form the basis of the 
relationship. Finding best fit in a school community, that is, finding the school 
that best fits the needs of the child and family can be quite the journey. We 
acknowledge that, for some families, EcoSchool may just be one stop on the 
path that leads to the right school for a child. Historically, returning families 
have had the opportunity to re-apply to reserve their child's place in the 
program before spots are open to new students. This returning family 
application process has acted as a sort of automatic acceptance without the 
need for consideration of best fit. A proposal has been offered that returning 
families also receive reflective consideration of the child's time as part of 
EcoSchool before an invitation to return is extended. 

 
● Yes, I agree that returning families should receive consideration of best fit 

before an invitation to return is extended. 
 
23 Vote Yes 

 
● No, I do not agree that returning families should receive consideration of best 

fit before an invitation to return is extended. 
 
3 Vote No 
 



3.  As a nonprofit, cooperative school, Verdi EcoSchool continues to evolve and grow 
into the best version of itself: an organization in which the entire school community 
shares responsibility for running the school. In cooperative schools, which are also 
sometimes referred to as parent participation schools, the focus is on creating a 
school in which all stakeholders work together for the collective good and benefit of 
the student body. Cooperative schools are based on the premise that strong and 
positive school-family relationships are the foundation of an effective education. 
Parent involvement/participation is not just about sporadic volunteering/attendance 
at events but a recognition that the health of the School Family extends into the 
parent-child relationship. Verdi EcoSchool asks that each family commit to 30 hours 
of volunteer time/time in service to the school in an effort to build connection and 
increase familiarity with the necessary internal processes at the school. While most 
families actively honor this commitment there are some who do not and the health 
and progress of the school suffers as a result. Verdi EcoSchool's enrollment 
paperwork does mention the risk that families take when they choose not to 
volunteer is that they may forfeit their child's place in the program. A proposal has 
been offered to enter this into our Community Handbook as a foundational policy. 
 

● Yes, I agree that this should be entered as policy in the EcoSchool Community 
Handbook. 
 
22 Vote Yes 

 
● No, I do not agree that this should be entered as policy in the EcoSchool 

Community Handbook. 
 

4 Vote No 
 
 

4. On February 26, 2019 the United Methodist Church voted to prohibit Methodist 
ministers from officiating same-sex marriages and effectively barred gay, lesbian and 
bisexual individuals from being ordained as ministers. The Highland Avenue 
Fellowship Church is a member of the greater United Methodist Church and in 
agreement with this vote. As an inclusive nonprofit school this vote runs counter to 
the philosophy of Verdi EcoSchool which stands firmly on the side of acceptance for 
all regardless of faith, sexual orientation, gender identity, familial status and/or 
physical ability. A proposal has been offered to reconsider our rental agreement with 
Highland Avenue Fellowship Church on the basis of the recent vote. 
 



● Yes, I agree that we should reconsider our rental agreement. 
 
12 Vote Yes 

 
● No, I do not agree that we should reconsider our rental agreement. 

 
14 Vote No 

 
 
 


